COUNTRY AWAKENING TO NEED FOR 
EQUAL RIGHTS 


M ORE and more people throughout the coun- 
try are awakening to the absurdity of the 
anomalous position of woman before the law, and 
are seeking to remedy the situation by numerous 
bills which may or may not pass the state legisla- 
tures, or by amending their state constitutions. 
The National Woman’s Party is seeking to coordi- 
nate all of this constructive opinion and effort into 
concentration on one measure for the whole coun- 
try—the proposed Equal Rights Amendment to 
the United States Constitution; to focus and 


hold the attention of the justice-loving American | 


people to that one point until it will be impossible 
to withstand the demand for an equal status of 
men and women before the law throughout this 
country. 

To so define that equality of status that there 
may be no uncertainty as to its meaning has been 
the earnest effort of the Woman’s Party in pre- 
senting to Congress the bill which is now Senate 
and House Joint Resolution No. 1, in the hands 
of the Judiciary Committee and is known as the 
Equal Rights Amendment. 

That this Constitutional amendment is in fact 
essential to establish the national status of Ameri- 
can women is made very clear an the following 
article, quoted in part: 


WOMEN CITIZENS’ RIGHTS 
By ALMA Lutz 
(From The Christian Science Monitor, April 21, 1935) 


“Many persons may be surprised to learn that 
the Constitution of the United States does not 
guarantee to women citizens the same rights and 
protection that men enjoy. It has been taken for 
granted, since women won the vote, that every- 
thing is as it should be and that women who con- 
tinue to campaign for equal rights are a little 
warped. 

“When the Constitution was written it was based 
on medieval English common law under which the 
rights of men were respected and protected, but 
under which a woman, and especially a married 
woman, was regarded as a femme covert, that is 
under the authority or protection of her lord or 
husband. Almost without exception when women 
have claimed their rights under the Constitution, 
they have been denied * of the common law 
interpretation. 
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“Therefore it is important that the Constitution 
be amended to wipe out the relics of medievalism 
upheld by common law and to establish a legal 
status for women in line with public opinion of 
the twentieth century. Such an amendment is 
sponsored by the National Woman’s Party and 


„Men and women shall have equal rights 
throughout the United States and all places 
subject to its jurisdiction. 

„Congress shall have the power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.’ 

“Since 1923 it has been introduced in Congress 
yearly. That women have their status assured by 
the Constitution is imperative at this time, when 
such a reactionary policy toward women is sweep- 
ing through the world. While it may seem in- 
credible that such a program as Mussolini’s or 
Hitler’s could be carried through in the United 
States, nevertheless many threats to women’s eco- 
nomic security may be found in statements by 
people who believe unemployment can be ended 
by eliminating women as wage earners. 


“ According to Durnite Shelton Matthews, head 
of the National Association of Women Lawyers, 
‘the Equal Rights Amendment would put women 
into the Constitution, so to speak, would strike 
down the shackles the common law places upon 
them, and would mean that every woman shall 
hold her life, liberty and property under the pro- 
tection of the general rules governing other human 


ORGANIZED DRIVE AGAINST WOMEN 


Listen to Rupert Hughs in Liberty for June 8, 
— an article entitled, Watch Out, You American 
omen“: 


“American women as a whole have never set 
their hearts on independence any more than Amer- 
ican men have. It has always been the few who 
have emancipated the multitude and they have not 
always been thanked for it. 


„ . . there is an organized drive against 
women all over the world, and the United States 
feels it every day. Desperate men, frenzied for 
jobs or for some means of escape from the crush- 
ing taxations necessary to support the multitudi- 
nous unemployed, regard with suspicion the great 
number of women earning money. It looks all too 
easy to create a job for an idle man by firing a 
busy woman and giving him her place regardless 
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of her fitness for the task or his unfitness; regard- 
less of the number of her dependents or his. 
“The desire to protect somebody else is beauti- 


ful or vicious according to the motive and the re- 


sult. There was never yet a tyrant who trampled 
on man’s freedom without alleging that he did it 
for the good of his subjects. . . . Our American 
Revolution was denounced by no end of clergymen 
as an atheistic attack on divinely annointed kings. 

“The greatest enemies of woman’s liberty have 
always been women. The average woman does 
not want political liberty, hates it, fears it, refuses 
to help other women get it. But the same 
thing is bitterly true of men. Men also as a class 
fear, hate, fight liberty. Hence the dictators that 
have sprung up of late While the dictators are 
frisking the men and taking away all their weap- 
ons, even their willingness for self-defense, they 
are insulting the women with the ancient obscen- 
ity: ‘Back to your breeding and your kneading 
.. . Give up your jobs. . . Give us your votes! 
What can women know about the great mysteries 
of statesmanship?’ . . . A parasite is a poor help- 
meet and misses the best in life. Watch out, 
women! 

“In general, women are advancing backward, 
and if they do not pause and look about and watch 
their step, their slow retreat will be a grand to- 
boggan slide into the ancient abyss. No truism 
was ever truer than: ‘Eternal vigilance is the 
price of liberty. 


NEED FOR COORDINATED EFFORT 


The New York Times of May 21 reports a visit 
of twenty hat-check and cigarette girls to the New 
York State Labor Commissioner to protest against 
the provisions of the law prohibiting their employ- 
ment after ten o’clock at night. 

“Twenty hat-check and cigarette girls,“ the 
story relates, “employed in midtown night clubs 
and restaurants visited the State Department of 
Labor a short time ago to protest against not being 
permitted to work after 10 p.m. Their visit fol- 


lowed a hearing before James L. Gernon, director 


of the Division of Inspection at which fifteen em- 
ployers were warned that a second violation of 
the law forbidding night work by women in res- 
taurants would be punished.” 


Mr. Gernon also heard the plea of the girls for 
exemption from the provision of the law. They 
said that its enforcement would throw them out 
of work. He told them he had no alternative but 
to refuse their request and added that they could 
obtain help only from the Legislature. This is 
the price women must pay for so-called protective 
legislation. 


In New York State night work is prohibited 
not alone in restaurants. The law as originally 
passed was intended to “protect the health and 
morals” of all women and caused widespread loss 
of employment. Women printers, railroad work- 
ers, pharmacists, restaurant workers and many 
other occupational groups were affected. Women 
printers and women reporters, supported by the 
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OBJECT 


To secure for women 9 equality with men under 
the law and in all human relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 
“Men and women shall have Equal Rights throughout the 
United States and every place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce this article 
by appropriate legislation.” 
‘ Senate Joint Resolution Number 1 
House Joint Resolution Number 1 


Introduced in the Senate January 4, 1935, 
by Senator John G. Townsend, aware. 
Introduced in the House January 3, 1935, 
by Representative Louis Ludlow, Indiana. 


YOU CAN HELP 


By writing at once to your Congressmen and Sen- 
ators, urging them to whole-heartedly support 
the Equal Rights Amendment. 

By getting as many subscriptions as possible to 
the National Woman’s Party’s official organ, 
EQUAL RIGHTS, published in Washington, D. C. 

By joining the National Woman's Party. 

By sending a money contribution for the work 
for the Equal Rights Amendment. 


NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
144 B STREET N. E. 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


@ Please enter my subscription to 
EQUAL RIGHTS, official organ of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party. 
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powerful influence of their papers, were able to 
secure exemption from the provisions of the law. 
On the other hand, women printers in job shops 
must either work during day time hours or re- 
main unemployed. 


Waitresses and women restaurant workers have 
appeared year after year before the New York 
Legislature asking for exemption from the night 
work law. They stated that at night trays are 
lighter and tips heavier, but in spite of these and 
2 potent arguments, their request has been 

enied. 


The motive behind this discrimination is obvious 
in the light of the following story: At a legislative 
committee hearing, when women restaurant work- 
ers were seeking exemption, which would enable 
them to work on a night shift, Mr. Koveleski, vice 
president of the New York State Federation of 
Labor, arose and said: “If you allow women to 
work at night, you will throw thousands of men 
out of work.” To this a member of the committee 
said: “Well, what became of the thousands of 
women who were thrown out of work when this 
law was enacted?” It is apparent that was not 
for the protection of the women but for the pro- 
tection of the men who wanted their jobs. 


Such a menial task as scrubbing is not sought 
by men. In consequence, women may be found 
working at all hours of the night cleaning and 
scrubbing office buildings. A recent photograph 
in the New York Herald-Tribune showed six scrub- 
women on their knees with the caption, “Scrub- 
women begin their work on the marble floor of 
the Empire State Building lobby after the rest 
of the world has gone home.” Inquiry discloses 
the fact that the observation tower does not close 
until “one hour after midnight“ —not until then 
does “the rest of the world” go home. 


Actresses whose places could not well be filled 
by men are likewise not included in the provisions 
of the law. Dancers may perform all night in 
restaurants and night clubs, but the question of 
“health and morals” is not there raised. Were it 
not for the seriousness of the situation for women, 
these flimsy arguments against their employment 


at night might be viewed with amusement. But 


when it is realzed that the basic reason for their 
presentation is to remove women from paid em- 
ployment and to send them back to the kitchen and 
the nursery, regardless of ability or training for 
such work, these arguments must be viewed with 


In addressing the hat-check girls, the labor de- 
partment informed them their only means of re- 
dress was through the legislature. Here again 
another barrier against economic security arises. 
Laws passed by one state legislature may be swept 
away by a succeeding one. The Equal Rights 
Amendment is a guarantee of equal security for 
women with men and will prove the quickest 
method of obtaining that security. When the 
principle of equality has been written into our 
Federal Constitution, women will be assured of 
their right to earn without discriminatory restric- 
tions—a fundamental right of human liberty. 


SEX DISCRIMINATION INDEFENSIBLE 


Virginia Business and Professional Women, 
meeting recently in convention at Virginia Beach, 
expressed in a resolution their keen disappoint- 


ment because the Governor of their state had vir- 


tually ignored members of their sex in making 
appointments to public office, honorary or remu- 
nerative. In discussing this resolution, in an edi- 
torial headed Women in Public Life,” the Rich- 
mond (Virginia) Times-Dispatch says: 


“If, however, women have been discriminated against, 
they have just cause for complaint. When they were 
granted the right of suffrage, as the badge of working 
citizenship, they became equal partners in government 
with their fathers, brothers and husbands. In that 
action was the concession that they were equal to the 
performance of any duties which might come their way 
as citizens. They were no longer the political inferiors 
of men. As matters now stand, it is no more just to 
ignore women, when governmental appointments are 
to be made, than it is to overlook blue-eyed citizens. 
Such discrimination cannot be tolerated. 
of a citizen’s ability to perform the duties of any given 
office should be his or her ability to meet the require- 
ments of these duties—that and nothing else. Whether 


1 — is a man or a woman should be no factor 
a 


Commenting on various reasons for the selec- 
tions made by Governor Peery, the editorial con- 
ludes with the statement: “At any rate, we hope 
there was no discrimination because of sex. That 
would have been indefensible.” 


e measure 


OMINOUS TREND IN INDUSTRY 


The press, in giving attention to the recent con- 
vention at Saratoga Springs, of the Business and 
Professional Women’s Clubs of New York State, 
has alluded to the stress laid by the Convention in 
its resolutions, discussions and action, “on what 
was termed an ominous trend toward discrimina- 


tion against employment of women in the United 
States. 


“Cognizant of the ominous tendency toward dis- 
crimination against women in this country as well 
as abroad,” one resolution read, “we reaffirm un- 
equivocally our policy of standing for equal pay 
for equal work and also for equality of oppor- 
tunity, regardless. of sex.” Another resolution 
authorized the federation executives to take the 
initiative in organizing other groups of women 
to undertake a specific study of all legislation 
which may be regarded as discriminatory, with 
a view toward united action against such meas- 
ures. 


DR. ANGELL AT BRYN MAWR 


Dr. James Rowland Angell, president of Yale 
University, graciously informed the graduating 
class at Bryn Mawr that “it has been abundantly 
shown that advanced education as such has no 
untoward effect on women’s health” and “women 
are not unfitted by it for marriage.” He does say 
that they are apt to become less docile and “more 
critically discerning in the mates they accept.” 
This would seem to imply that after all, higher 
education for women is improving the race. 


1 
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MARRIED WOMEN’S EMANCIPATION IN 
NORTH CAROLINA 


Popular Government, official publication of the 
Institute of Government of Chapel Hill, North 
Carolina, has published the first of a series of 
articles on the story of woman and the law in 
North Carolina. Harry W. McGalliard, special 
assistant of the institute is writing the articles 
which begin with a discussion of the marriage 
laws. It is revealed that the father alone has a 
right to give his consent to the marriage of a 
person under eighteen. Only if the father is dead 
does the mother have any authority to speak. 
Nevertheless, the author refers to the “present- 
day emancipation” of married women as compared 
with their “servile position of the Revolutionary 


period.” 


FLORIDA LAWYERS DISCUSS EQUAL 
RIGHTS 


“Something should be done to Florida law af- 
fecting married women,” was the opinion held by 
three attorneys at the recent meeting of the Palm 
Beach County Bar Association, at the Dixie Court 
Hotel, Palm Beach. 

The Palm Peach Times, in its account of the 
meeting states that discussion on the question of 
‘women’s rights’ was led by Mary L. Esarey, Man- 
ley Caldwell and Ed Lake, Florida attorneys, and 
that a forum was held later on the subject. Spe- 
cial protective legislation for women was opposed, 
followed by the explanation given by Miss Esarey 
that business women would not oppose a minimum 
wage for an industry, applying to all persons alike, 
but that any special regulatory provisions for 
wages for women would be disastrous because 
“once established, a minimum wage would become 
the maximum scale of pay.” | 

Miss Esarey pleaded for “no discrimination 
whatever at law as between men and women,” 
pointing to the absurdity of an unmarried woman 
having full legal rights which must be surren- 
dered on marriage and indicated that through 
women’s organizations women are learning to use 
such weapons as men long have used in business 
tactics. Attorney Caldwell cited specific instances 
in Florida of laws regarding married women com- 
plicating the question of woman’s status before 
the law and favored the same laws for husband 
and wife. If a new constitution is framed, Mr. 
Caldwell thought this phase of Florida marital 
status would be corrected. 

Attorney Lake thought the men who framed the 
Florida constitution must have been something 
like the men in Burma province in India who, the 
other day when the people of Burma were cele- 
brating the silver anniversary of King George’s 
reign, “condescended that out of respect for the 
occasion they would not beat their wives that day.” 
Mr. Lake considered “the married women’s laws 
of Florida an affront to women” and stated posi- 
tively that “women should be put on a parity with 
men.” 


CHURCH BARS WOMEN IN VESTRY 


The Episcopal Church of the diocese of New 
York does not wish women vestrymen. It regis- | 
tered its objection to them by a vote of 178 to 105 
at its 152nd annual convention on May 16. 


Sceptical of the benefits of feminine partici- 
pation in politics and public office, women were 
not desired in the governing body of the Church 
by the delegates who wished to keep the vestry as 
“the last refuge of the male sex in this day and 

George W. Wickersham, Attorney General in the 
Taft administration, and senior warden at St. 
George’s Church, New York City, mourned over 
the fact that, while he had “opposed woman suf- 
frage to the last, and probably would again today,” 
he had to vote for women as vestrymen in the 
Church “because the Church needs spiritual help 
.... today the vital force which keeps the Church 
alive comes from women.” 


DEMOCRATIC WOMEN ACT 


“For the first time in the history of a major 
political party in the United States an attempt 
is being made to have a network of women’s meet- 
ings all over the country on behalf of the policies 
of an administration in power; not patronage or 
partisan candidacies, but the platform on which 

ections. 


Women heretofore have done the “running 
around” work in campaigns, Mrs. James H. Wolfe 
of Washington said. “They have pushed door 
bells, delivered literature and provided food for 
picnics,” but now they are called “to be a big 
force in securing the goal of a better life.” Mrs. 
Wolfe urged work for a fifty-fifty basis of women 
and men in party positions, already granted in 
thirteen states. 

The women’s division of the Democratic Na- 
tional Committee expects to enroll an army of 
“reporters” and already has 11,500 women at 
work in communities, gathering facts to tell the 
banker’s wife, the farmer’s wife, the factory hand 
and the store clerk all about the Administration’s 
programs. From the Christian Science Monitor. 


JUST RECENTLY 


Jane Todd Crawford was honored in Kentucky 
for her contribution to surgery by undergoing an 
abdominal operation in 1809, the first of its kind 
at a time when there were no anesthetics. 


Nancie Moore completed a trip from Denmark 
to Australia as an able seaman on the bark Ponape. 


Mary Kozar, aged 13, won a children’s art prize 
at Rockefeller Center. She has had no formal art 
training and won the prize for the skillful use of 
blues and greens. 
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